
April 2014 

 

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.  

Topics for April 

 USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Signup 

 Sign-up Began April 15 For Livestock Disaster Assistance Programs 

 MICROLOAN PROGRAM 

 BEGINNING FARMER LOANS 

 SAVE TIME – MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH FSA 

 RURAL YOUTH LOANS 

 USDA PREPARES TO ACCEPT MAL AND LDP REQUESTS; SETS 2014 MAL LOAN RATES 

 USDA ANNOUNCES THE EXTENSION OF THE MILK INCOME LOSS CONTRACT PROGRAM 
FOR 2014 

 USDA ENHANCES FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN PROGRAM 

 USDA SETS DATE FOR SOYBEAN REQUEST FOR REFERENDUM  

 

Oregon State FSA Newsletter 
 

County Office Locations 

Baker/Grant  

Trent Luschen, CED*  
3990 Midway Dr.  
Baker City  97814-1453  
541-523-7121  
Central Oregon  

Cameron Kirsch, CED  
625 Salmon Ave, Suite 3 
Redmond 97756-8696  
541-923-4358 
Clackamas/Multnomah  

Darca Glasgow, CED  
221 Molalla Ave., Suite 120 
Oregon City 97045-3072  
503-655-3144  
Coos/Curry 

Bret Harris, CED  
3769 N Central Blvd.  
Coquille  97423-1244  
541-396-4323  
Douglas  

USDA Farm Service Agency Announces 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Signup 

As of April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced 
losses from natural disasters that occurred on or after October 1, 2011, can 
sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP).   TAP was authorized by the 
Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program.  TAP provides 
financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to 
replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural 
disasters.   

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual 
crop for commercial purposes.   Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut 
and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale.   Trees used for 
pulp or timber are ineligible.    

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine 
loss in excess of 15 percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster.   The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural 
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land 
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Bret Harris, CED  
Jim Jutson, FLM*  
2593 NW Kline St.  
Roseburg 97471-1611  
541-673-6071  
Gilliam/Wheeler  

Justin Faulhaber, CED  
333 S Main St.  
PO Box 467  
Condon OR  97823  
541-384-4251  
Harney  

Kellie Frank, CED  
Pattie Modey, FLM  
530 Highway 20 South  
PO Box 1200  
Hines 97738-9403  
541-573-6446 
Jackson/Josephine  

Joe Hess, CED  
89 Alder Street  
Central Point  97502  
541-664-1070  
Klamath  

Jennifer Simon, CED  
2316 S 6th St., Suite C  
Klamath Falls 97601-4300  
541-883-6924  
Lake  

Marti Hamilton, CED  
17612 Hwy. 395  
Lakeview  97630-9112  
541-947-2367  
Lane  

Jean Larkin, CED  
780 Bailey Hill Rd, Suite 5  
Eugene 97402-5465  
541-465-6443 
Linn/Benton/Lincoln  

Heather Tritt, CED  
Donna Sprenkle, FLM  
31978 North Lake Creek Dr. 
Tangent 97389-9627  
541-967-5925  
Malheur  

Wes Jennings, CED  
Jon Mills, FLM  
2925 SW 6th Ave  
Ontario  97914-4632  
541-889-9689  
Marion/Polk  

Janelle Huserik, CED  
Scott Nieman, FLM  
650 Hawthorne Ave SE  
Suite 130  
Salem 97301-5894  
503-399-5741  
Morrow  

Kyle Carnine, CED  
430 Heppner-Lexington Hwy  
PO Box 786  

on which the eligible trees, bushed and vines were planted.     

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must 
be replaced within 12 months from the date the application is approved.  The 
cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines for which 
a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

 

Sign-up Began April 15 For Livestock 
Disaster Assistance Programs 

Sign-up for disaster assistance programs for livestock, honeybee, and farm-
raised fish began April 15, 2014.   The 2014 Farm Bill provides retroactive 
authority to cover eligible losses back to October 1, 2011.  

The Livestock Forage Program (LFP) provides compensation to eligible 
livestock producers that suffered grazing losses due to drought or fire.    

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides compensation to eligible 
livestock producers that suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into 
the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.  

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP)   provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of 
livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have losses due to disease, 
adverse weather, or other conditions, such as wildfire.   

To expedite the application process, all producers who suffered losses are 
encouraged to contact their local county office ahead of time to schedule an 
appointment and find out what documentation they may need to supply.  

 

MICROLOAN PROGRAM 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to 
better serve the unique financial operating needs of beginning, niche and 
small family farm operations. 

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit 
needs of $35,000 or less. The loan features a streamlined application 
process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan 
program will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of 
community supported agriculture (CSA). 

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for 
initial start-up expenses such as hoop houses to extend the growing season, 
essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, 
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing 
needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up to the 
maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender 
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program. 

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to 
discuss other farm loan programs available should contact their local FSA 



Heppner   97836  
541-676-9011  
Sherman  

Roseanna Breeding, CED  
302 Scott St  
PO Box 305  
Moro   97039  
541-565-3551  
Umatilla  

Darcy Sexson, CED  
Kevin Jordan, FLM  
200 SE Hailey Ave, St. 112  
Pendleton 97801-3072  
541-278-8049  
Union  

Jennifer Isley, CED  
1901 Adams Ave, Suite 5  
La Grande 97850-2962  
541-963-4178  
Wallowa  

Bill Williams, CED  
401 NE 1st St., Suite E  
Enterprise 97828  
541-426-4521  
Wasco/Hood River  

Kevin MacIntyre, CED  
2325 River Rd., Suite 1  
The Dalles 97058-3582  
541-298-8559  
Washing/Clatsop/ 
Columbia/Tillamook  

Gail Stinnett, CED  
1080 SW Baseline, Suite B-3  
Hillsboro  97123-3838  
503-646-3174  
Yamhill  

Darca Glasgow, CED  
2200 SW Second St.  
McMinnville 97128-5444  
503-472-1474  

office to set up an appointment with a loan official. 

 

BEGINNING FARMER LOANS 

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under 
these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible 
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a 
beginning farmer as a person who:  

 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  

 Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the 
farm  

 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and 
financial management program sponsored by FSA  

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s 
average size farm.  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are 
available at your local USDA Service Center.  You may also visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

SAVE TIME – MAKE AN APPOINTMENT 
WITH FSA 

As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be 
related signups and in some cases multiple management decisions that 
need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff.  To insure 
maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full 
attention to your important business needs, please call our office ahead of 
your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or 
documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for your 
appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.  

 

 

RURAL YOUTH LOANS 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in 
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the 
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical 
business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.  

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:  

 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age  

 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  

 Be unable to get a loan from other sources  

 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above  
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 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with 
providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.  

 

USDA PREPARES TO ACCEPT MAL AND LDP REQUESTS; 
SETS 2014 MAL LOAN RATES 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin accepting requests for marketing assistance loans (MALs) and 
loan deficiency payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014 commodities.  MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become 
available to eligible producers beginning with harvest/shearing season and extending through a specific 
commodity’s final loan availability date. Sugar commodity loans for the 2014 crop will be available to sugar 
processors beginning Oct. 1, 2014.   

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool, mohair and honey.  MALs provide producers interim financing 
after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may 
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar 
and extra-long staple cotton.  

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually 
on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk 
coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not apply to MAL 
loan disbursements.  Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states 
that a producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an 
MLG or LDP.  

 National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are posted on the FSA website 
at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  For more information, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s 
website www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

USDA ANNOUNCES THE EXTENSION OF THE MILK INCOME 
LOSS CONTRACT PROGRAM FOR 2014 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently announced the extension of the Milk Income Loss Contract 
(MILC) program which protects dairy farmers against income loss through Sept. 1, 2014, or until a new Margin 
Protection Program for dairy producers (MPP) is operational.  

Contracts for eligible producers enrolled in MILC on or before Sept. 30, 2013, are automatically extended until 
the termination date of the MILC program.  Dairy operations with approved MILC contracts will continue to 
receive monthly payments if a payment rate is in effect.   

MILC compensates enrolled dairy producers when the Boston Class I milk price falls below $16.94 per 
hundredweight (cwt), after adjustment for the cost of dairy feed rations.  MILC payments are calculated each 
month using the latest milk price and feed cost, just as in the 2008 Farm Bill.  The payment rate for October 2013 
through January 2014 marketings is zero.  Payment rates during the months after January 2014 until the 
termination of the MILC program will be determined as the appropriate data becomes available.    

Producers who want to select a different production start month must visit their local FSA office between April 14, 
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2014, and May 30, 2014.  

FSA will provide producers with information on program requirements, updates and sign-ups as the information 
becomes available.   

 

USDA ENHANCES FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN 
PROGRAM 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility 
Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have access 
to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 
equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.    

Additionally, Farm Storage and Facility Loans security requirements have been eased for loans between $50,000 
and $100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 required a promissory note and additional security, 
such as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $100,000 can be secured by only a promissory note.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible 
commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits 
and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and 
vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, including the 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

 

USDA SETS DATE FOR SOYBEAN REQUEST FOR 
REFERENDUM  

USDA will offer soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and 
Research Order (Order), as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act 
(Act). Soybean producers who are interested in having a referendum to determine whether to continue the 
Soybean Checkoff Program are invited to participate. To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and 
provide documentation that shows that they produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the soybeans 
during the period of Jan. 1, 2012, through Dec. 31, 2013.   

Producers may obtain a form by mail, fax, or in person from FSA county offices starting on May 5, 2014 through 
May 30, 2014. Forms are also available on the AMS website. Producers who don't participate in FSA programs 
can still request a referendum at the FSA county office where they own or rent land. Completed forms and 

supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate FSA county office by fax or in person no later than 
close of business May 30, 2014. If returned by mail, it must be postmarked by midnight May 30, 2014, and 
received in the office by close of business on June 5, 2014.  

Notice of the Request for Referendum will be published in the March 4, 2014, Federal Register. For more 
information, visit the AMS website or contact James Brow, Research and Promotions Branch; Livestock, Poultry 
and Seed Program, AMS, USDA; STOP 0251 - Room 2610-S; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; Washington, 
D.C. 20250-0251; tel. (202) 720-0633.  
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Selected Interest Rates for April 2014 

2.000%:     Farm Operating Loan - Direct: 
4.000%:     Farm Ownership Loan - Direct: 
1.500%:     Farm Ownership Loan - Direct Down Payment  
2.500%:     Direct Farm Ownership - Joint Financing 
3.000%:     Emergency Loans 
2.125%:     Farm Storage Facility Loan - 7 years 
2.750%:     Farm Storage Facility Loan - 10 years 
2.875%:     Farm Storage Facility Loan - 12 years 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


